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In this series of paintings inspired by his family’s past, Victor Gutu takes on characters from
old period photographs, painting them and thus transcending the simplicity of faithful
reproductions. The artist manifest interest in human typologies, capturing them sometimes
ostentatiously posing in front of the camera, but once painted, they escape the precise
capture of the moment.

Gutu suggests his interpretation of the past; when painting takes on the role of photography
the characters move into an alternative reality. In the new realm where they continue their
existence, anatomical proportions are altered (their painting adds body and clothing),
backgrounds transform into landscapes, and the painting incorporates new objects such as
chairs, festively decorated tables, vases with flowers, bottles and wine glasses, etc.
Sometimes, the intervention is limited to simple gestures, such as ‘burdening’ the hand of
the portrayed person with a flower.

In the work titled NUNTA (The wedding), Gutu reconstructs the history of a traditional local
ceremony, but the bride and groom are not in their usual places according to tradition.
Instead, in the middle of the scene, the groom and the best man are represented, the bride
and the maid of honor are portrayed on the sides. These remodelings and deviations from
the original photographic image—some accidental, according to the artist’s

statements —make the works simultaneously parts of the past and projections of new
stories, with the artist eliminating the fine line that separates the two.

Although Victor Gutu’s paintings depict special, celebratory moments from the lives of his
characters, the overall atmosphere remains solemn and ambiguous. The limited palette and
dark tones suggest a deep insight into the emotional and temporal complexity of festive
moments. Thus, each image becomes a starting point for exploring timelessness and even
metaphysics.

Victor Gutu, born in 1963 in Sturzovca, Republic of Moldova.
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in aceasta serie de picturi inspirate din trecutul familiei sale, Victor Gutu preia personaje din
vechile fotografii de epoca, pe care le picteaza, trecandu-le astfel dincolo de simplitatea
unor reproduceri fidele. Artistul e interesat de tipologiile umane, pe care le surprinde
pozand, cateodata ostentativ, in fata aparatului de fotografiat, dar odata pictate, ele scapa
capturii precise a momentului.

Gutu ne propune interpretarea sa data trecutului; cand pictura preia rolul fotografiei,
personajele se muté intr-o realitate alternativa. in noul tdram in care ele isi continua
existenta, proportiile anatomice sunt alterate (pictarea lor adauga trup si vesminte),
fundalurile se transforma in peisaj, iar tabloul integreaza obiecte noi, precum scaune, mese
decorate festiv, vaze cu flori, sticle si pahare de vin etc. Uneori interventia se rezuma la
gesturi simple, precum “impovararea” cu o floare a mainii celui portretizat.

in lucrarea NUNTA, Gutu recompune istoria unei ceremonii traditionale autohtone, ins& mirii
nu se regasesc in locurile lor obisnuite, conform traditiilor, ci in mijlocul scenei sunt
reprezentati mirele si nasul, iar prin parti mireasa si nasa. Aceaste remodelari si abateri de la
imaginea sursa fotografica - unele intamplatoare dupa spusele artistului -, fac ca lucrarile sa
devina simultan parti ale trecutului si proiectii ale unor povesti noi, artistul eliminand linia fina
separatoare dintre cele doua.

Desi tablourile lui Victor Gutu sunt despre momentele speciale, sarbatoresti, din viata
personajelor sale, atmosfera generala raméane solemna si ambigua. Paleta redusa si

tonurile intunecate sugereaza o privire profunda in complexitatea emotionala si temporala

a momentelor festive. Astfel, fiecare imagine este, aici, un punct de plecare catre explorarea
atemporalitatii si, chiar, a metafizicii.
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B aToii cepun KapTyiH, BAOXHOBNEHHAs NPOoLUbiM ceMbi, BukTop lyuy nepeHumaeT
nepcoHaXkel Co cTapbIx oTorpacduil aMoxXu 1 pucys, NEPEHOCUT UX 3a Npegenbl
NPOCTOTbI BEPHbLIX BOCMPON3BEAEHWNIA. XYLOXKHUK YBeYeH TUMOMOrsMI HeNTOBEHECKIX
06pa3oB, 3anevaTieHHbIX, HOM4A AEMOHCTPATMBHO, Nepes 0GbEeKTBOM oToannapara.
Ho opHax bl HapricoBaHbl, 3T 06pasbl yXOAAT OT TOYHOCTY 3ane4vaTyieHHOro MOMeHTa.

yUy NpeacTaBnseT CBOK UHTEPMPETALMIO MPOLLIIOro; KOrAa XXMBOMWUCH MNPUHUMAET Ha
cebsi posib hoTorpacuu, CyLLLEECTBOBaHVE MEPCOHAXKEN NEPEHOCUTCS B albTEPHATVBHYHO
peanbHOCTb. B 3TOM HOBOM MVipe, rae OHV MPOLOMKAKOT CBOE CyLLEeCTBOBaHMeE,
aHaTOMUYECKMe NPONOPLMN MEHSIOTCS (MOPTPEThI LOMOMHATCS TENOM 11 OGEXA0),
(hoHbI NpeBpaLLaoTCs B Nen3ax, 1 KapTuHa BKIOYaeT B cebsl HOBble 06BEKTLI, Takne
Kak CTynbsi, NpasaHNYHO YKpaLleHHble CTOSbl, Basbl C LiBETaMu, GyThIKY, GoKasbl BiHa
1 7.0. iHorga BMeLLaTenbCcTBO XyLOXKHMKA CBOAUTCS K MPOCTHLIM XKeCcTaM, TakiM Kak
«0BPEMEHEHVIe» LIBETKOM PYKI TOTFO, KTO M306PaXKEH.

B pa6ote NUNTA (CBapgpb6a), 'YLy pEKOHCTPYNPYET MCTOPUIO NTOKASTbHON TPaAULMOHHON
LiepeMOHIN, HO MOJIOLOXKEHBI HE pacronararTCs Ha CBOMX MPUBbIYHBIX MECTax COrMacHoO
06bl4asiM. BmecTo 3Toro, B LEEHTPe N306paXKeHbl XXEHUX 1 CBUAETENb, a HeBeCTa 1
CBUAETENbHULA HEBECTLI MO 60KaM. Takve UBMEHEHWSI 1 OTKITIOHEHNS OT UCXOLHOIo
doTorpacmyeckoro obpasa, HeKOTopble cllyvaiiHble, MO CNOBam XyO4OXKHUKa, AenatoT
paboTbl OAHOBPEMEHHO HacTsIMV MPOLLIIOro Kak 1 MPOeKLMsIMU HOBbIX NCTOPUIA, paspyLuas
TOHKYIO rpaHb Mexay HUMU.

HecMmoTpsi Ha To, 4TO KapTuHbl BrkTopa MLy nocesLieHbl 0COObIM MOMEHTaM 1
npasgHrKam B >XKM3HW ero nepcoHarkeil, obLias atMoctepa oCcTaeTcst MOHETHON 1
HeofHO3Ha4Hoi. OrpaHnYeHHas ManuTpa u TeMHbIe OTTEHKU NMOACKa3bIBAOT My6OoKuii
B3NS4 Ha C/IOXKHOCTb 3MOLOHABbHON 1 BPEMEHHOI CTOPOHbI TOPXKECTBEHHbLIX COBBITUIA.
Takum 06pasoM, Kaxxgoe N306paxKeHre 30ecb CTAHOBUTCS OTMPABHOM TOYKO Ans
NCCnefoBaHNs BHEBPEMEHHOCTY 1, faXe, MeTaduavKu.
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